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épotliébté Busingss of the Week

By Christine Landis, contributor

Fall is the time for the leaves to change colors. At Skyhorse Station Tree Farm & Landscaping, George
and Joanne Rich are busy preparing fall plantings. They have run Skyhorse since it opened in1988. “We
lived in California,” Joanne explained. “We came upon this
tree farm. We thought it would be a wonderful opportunity, a
great place for our children to grow up with good mid-
western values.” The importance of family is clear at
Skyhorse. Throughout the year there are different family
oriented events. “In the Christmas season we offer the public
wagon rides and bonfires. We have Santa Claus and
colorings books. It is an experience for the family,” George
explains. “We have generations of families that come here
together to cut Christmas trees every year.”

Customers are given the utmost attention. “We allow customers to come out and tag their trees and we
custom dig them,” Joanne said. There is also a customer referral reward. “We provide our past customers
with a show of appreciation and we offer the person they are referring a discount up front too, so both
parties have a financial motivation to purchase a good product, with high service and high integrity. Very
few places can people go out and select their inventory,” George
added, noting that most tree farms ship in southern grown stock
that must be acclimated to the northern weather. Not so at
Skyhorse. “Through a lot of research, we've come up with
genetically superior seed source plant material that it good for this
climate. We line it out and grow it from 5 to 15 years before the
product becomes marketable. We are maintaining the vigor and
health of the plant for that time,” George commented. “We have
control of majority of our plant material from seedlings to mature
growth. We've introduced things like a mychorriae, kelp, fish
emulsion, and beneficial fungus that increases the trees ability to be
hardy under extreme conditions. We try to be as environmentally
friendly as possible.” Joanne stressed that they do not use
insecticides unless absolutely necessary. They use an

integrated pest management philosophy. They strive to use the
least amount of environmentally unfriendly product as possible. “It
requires a tremendous amount of mowing. It takes more labor, but the cost will be less overall. You don’t
need licensing for the chemicals because you aren’t using them,” George said.




Skyhorse offers a full scale, full service landscape design service. Steven Ward has been designing
hardscapes, the skeleton of any landscape, for over 20 years. This year, Bonnie Mottaghi was certified for
landscape design. “I dislike the term landscape. | prefer the term outdoor living space,” George laughed.
Just as an indoor space has walls, a floor, and a

ceiling, outdoor spaces are created much the

same way with use of hardscapes such as

trellises, pergolas, water features, patios, fire pits,

pillars, lighting elements, fountains and any other

non-plant material. The plants serve to soften

everything. “In our designs, we are conscious of

trying to work with what the homeowners

envisions; their dreams, and wants, judging the

microclimate, and soil while simultaneously trying

to maximize the blending or contrast with their

home so everything will flow together. That is part

of the design process. The right plant in the right

place at the right time.”

At Skyhorse, they stress the quality of their service and products. “In Michigan you don’t need a license to
be a landscaper. There are a lot of landscapers that have good intent, but no knowledge. Even worse is a
shyster who has no knowledge. It plays havoc with the landscape trade. There are codes of conduct and
business codes to follow. The difference between a good contractor and a bad contractor; knowing and
understanding soils, hydraulics, forces, and being able to design the wall or patio to handle it,” George
explained. “We keep abreast of new products. We constantly keep ourselves trained so we can give our
customers the best of the industry. We bring our employees to the trade shows to talk and learn from their
peers so we can have highly skilled and trained craftsman
not just someone who can work a shovel. A skilled
l@fl ; workforce with the right equipment gives the customer better
SKYHORSE STATION FALL TREE SALE! value for his money. We keep our equipment highly

10 - 12 FT. EVERGREENS maintained. We are fully insured. That is an important thing
INSTALLED FOR for a contractor because it protects everyone.” Skyhorse is a
ONLY $299 member of ICPI, Ml Nursery and Landscape Association, Ml
WITH SOIL AMENDMENT AND MULCH. Green Association and a Unilock dealer.
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